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The amount of learning the child gains in this kind of
curriculum depends upon the amount of ability he achieves
to analyze, choose from, and organize the different aspects of
his experience for use. The teacher's responsibility is to make
available a wide choice of valuable and suitable materials for
study, so that each child may find that which will help him
accomplish his purposes and evaluate his results.
To obtain continuity in the child's experiencing during his
elementary years, coordination is needed among procedures
used in the different classrooms, and between the upper and
lower levels of the school. Correlation of the many different
activities helps the children of different age groups to share
in each other's interests and to develop social skills and ways
of planning, carrying out, and evaluating the experiences.
PROGRAM CHANGES ARE MADE SYSTEMATICALLY
The elementary schools hold a strategic position for
strengthening education for personal, home, and family liv-
ing. Approaches which have been successful in doing so in
certain schools may be recommended for further use.
The initial changes might be begun in one school or class
by a teacher who has caught a vision of and is in accord with
the educational point of view and purposes expressed in pre-
ceding pages. Similarly, several teachers in a given depart-
ment might begin a program in their groups. Administrators
and teachers in a building or district which is committed to
the use of democratic procedures might initiate changes.
Even where the majority of the teachers and other leaders
of a group have similar goals, such changes should be made
gradually and should be in accord with the immediate needs
of the children and the families in the community, and with
long-time goals determined by those comprising the group.
Changes should be based on a'thorough study of the situa-
tion so that larger needs may be sought out and met.
Teachers, parents, children, and othejs interested in the
kinds of experiences being included in the program, should